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THE TABLEAU, ONCE AGAIN 


SPUTWNIK (1). Object-as object. Timeless, siteless, pure, one and absolute (2) Object. 

Tableau. image of imagelessness (3) : The aniconic icon as a particular and non-interchangeable 
category of the iconic. There for itself (4). Artless. Zero. 

Easel-painting, characterised by its unity, limitation, independence, presence and grace. 


Throughout the XXth century however, many artists worked in the oppasite direction and sought to 
undermine and dissolve this self-sufficient entity. 


AVANT-GARDE ART in its non-object forms up to the late 70s' frequently attempted to replace 
preestablished value with value that involved its own constitution, thus replacing the notion of a 
“Tintshed "work of art which would be given prior to the aesthetic relation itself. During this period 
the object came to be seen as frozen and reified, seen as belonging to ideas of substantiality and 
essentialism, this leading art into a blind-alley. 

Looking back, curious inversions seem to have occurred between definitions for the unitary object 
and for the non-object. Such inversions followed well-established dichotomous pairs familiar to 
art criticism; for example horizontality / verticality, borderlessness / limitation, immanence / 
transcendence, timeliness / timelessness, impermanence / fixedness, unicity / transferability, 
flux-and-process / crystallisation, use value / exchange value, talkativeness / muteness, all- 
sOrts-of-relations / no-relations-at-all, etc. In each case the idea of object seems to have served 
aS @ negative lever resulting in the elaboration of new art oriented towards process and context (5) 
Today definitions of the tableau still belong to the outlook initiated in the 60s, but with the passing 
of time, ideas have shifted and we can now look back and more clearly reassess some conclusions 


made in art theory. 


BORDERLESS NON-OBJECT ART in its most extreme forms seeks to make artworks coalesce 
with the contingencies of context, exploding the limits and unity of works of art, undermining their 
“generality” (the capacity a work has to be duplicated, detached and exchanged as a sign) and 
allowing no exterior viewing point it could be seen from. 

Implicit to such an approach is the demise of the museum which, as a public space, necessarily 
depends upon the generality’s stability and timelessness. The generality is what allows people to 
assume they are all looking at, or talking about, the same work. With its disappearance the public 
also disappears and even the notion of a spectator. 

Much interesting work was produced in this vein, considerably enriching and broadening art and 
its vocabulary. But in the end, non-object art seems to have done mo more than simply displace the 
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